
It has been an 
amazing first half of 
the year at Carrum 
Primary School! There 
have been so many great 
achievements by our 
students in all curriculum 
areas. The students have 
now received their 
Semester 1 Reports 
through Compass. It was 
great to read the reports 
and see how the children 
have applied themselves during their classes. I would like to congratulate 
the students on their efforts and I look forward to seeing them develop their 
understandings during Terms 3 & 4. 

 
Teachers held parent teacher 
interviews on Wednesday 26th 
June. Thank you to all the parents that 
took the time to book in for an 
interview and discuss their child’s 
progress. The students were very lucky 
to have the grade 5/6 students run a 
tabloid sports session, as well as, have 
the opportunity to listen to the 
Patterson River Secondary College 
Band after lunch to allow for the 
interviews to begin at 2pm. If you still 
require a parent teacher interview 
please contact your child’s teacher 
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through the school. 
 
I would like to 
congratulate Gus on his 
performance at the 
Regional Cross Country 
last week. Gus did extremely 
well and was able to qualify for 
the State Cross Country. This is 
an amazing achievement and 
we wish him all the best when 
he represents the school early 
next term. 
 
It was wonderful to have a visit from the St Kilda Football Club and the AFL this 
week. The players were fantastic with the students and ran a kicking drill on the oval. Our hard 
hitting reporters, Phoenix and Billy, interviewed Bailey and Dean Rice on Radio Carrum. 
It also looked like the students had lots of fun kicking the footy and shooting hoops with Jake 
Carlisle. It was a great experience for our students.  

 
This Friday is Carrum Primary School’s 
‘Oceans’ Day’. Students are encouraged to dress 
up as their favourite sea creature or wear blue in 
recognition of the day. Students can bring along a 
gold coin donation to help support the 
Dolphin Research Institute that run the ‘I Sea 
I Care’ program our students have participated in 
over a number of years. We thank you for your 
support with this event. 
 
After an incident this week that resulted 
in Brad (our much loved goat) eating a 
hand warmer, we have decided that it is 
much safer if these products are kept for 
home use. Luckily we believe that he is ok, 
however it is important that everyone is careful not 
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to throw or drop anything 
into the goat pen as he finds 
it hard to discriminate what 
is edible and what is not. We 
appreciate your 
understanding. 
 
I ask all families to 
continue to check their 
children’s hair for head 
lice. It is important that we 
work together to ensure we 
restrict the spread of lice 
and ensure all children are treated effectively when lice are detected. Parents should do weekly 
checks to ensure children do not return to school until the day after their hair is treated. I have 
attached some information about head lice at the back of this newsletter to support parents if 
there child does have head lice.  
 
I continue to reiterate that in winter there is an increase in the number of 
students who become unwell. This term some students have been sick with gastroenteritis. 
Thankfully due to a combined effort of the teachers and families we have been able to reduce the 
number of children getting sick over the past couple of weeks. Teachers will continue to discuss 

effective hygiene routines 
throughout the year. It is also very 
important that all parents reinforce 
these messages regularly with 
their children at home. Please 
remember that if your child is 
unwell with gastroenteritis 
symptoms they must not attend 
school until at least 48 hours after 
these symptoms subside. 
 
Looking ahead to next term, Mrs 
Shaw will be taking long service 

leave for the first two weeks of term. She will be replaced by Julie Fisher one of our regular 
emergency teachers who the students are very familiar with. Mandy Carmichael will also be taking 
long service leave from the 22nd July for three weeks. Kerry Mc Manus will be replacing her on 
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Monday and Tuesday in the classroom while she is on leave. 
 
Finally, Term 2 ends this Friday 28th June. An assembly will be held at 2:10pm 
in the multipurpose room and students will be dismissed from their classroom 
at 2:30pm. We hope you all have safe holiday and we look forward to seeing everyone back at 
school on the 15th July for the start of Term 3. 
 
Best regards,  
Clem Langford 
Principal 
 
 
 
Carrum Beach Patrol action to remove litter from our beautiful Carrum beach & foreshore 

is happening this Saturday 29 June from 9-10am. We're meeting near the Carrum SLSC - 
please bring some gloves. Spread the word - the doors are wide open for anyone who would like 
to join us!! See you on Saturday! 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CALENDAR

This Calendar is regularly updated. Please refer to our school website 
for up to date information - Calendar

Carrum Beach Patrol 
29 June (9-10am)

Last Day of Term 2 
28 June (finish at 2.30pm)

First Day of Term 3 
15 July

Carrum Oceans Day 
28 June

German Poetry Competition 
25 July

Friends of Carrum Foreshore 
28 July (10am-12pm)

Red Nose Day 
2 August

School Dentist 
12-16 August

Soup Day 
8 August

Father's Day Breakfast BBQ 
12-16 August
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Head lice  
Scratching for Answers? 

Frequently asked questions 
 

Where do head lice come from?  

Head lice have been around for thousands of years. As with any insect, they learn to adapt to their environment 
in order to survive. We are never going to be completely rid of them, but we can make managing them easier.  

Do head lice fly or jump?  

Head lice do not have wings so they cannot fly. They can't jump because they do not have ‘knees’.  

So how do head lice move around?  

Head lice crawl very fast and require head to head contact for transmission. It is possible that because of the 
way young children play, head lice are seen more widely amongst primary school children than adolescents or 
adults.  

Can head lice spread disease?  

No. Head lice cannot transmit or pass disease on to people.  

Who is responsible for checking and treating head lice?  

Like similar health conditions such scabies, and ringworm, it is a parent or guardian’s responsibility to treat and 
care for their child.  

Do head lice live in carpets, clothes, hats or sheets?  

No. Head lice very rarely fall from the head. They require blood to survive. Head lice feed three to four times a 
day and without blood, will dehydrate in six hours in a dry climate and 24 hours in a humid climate.  
An egg requires warmth to hatch and is the reason why they are laid close to the scalp. The further away from 
the scalp, the less likely they are to survive.  

Is it true that head lice only like clean hair?  

No. Head lice are not selective. They don't care if hair is long, short, blonde, brown, washed this morning or last 
week. As long as they are warm, and have blood to drink, then they are content.  

What treatment kills 100% of head lice or eggs?  

There is no single treatment that kills 100% of head lice or eggs. Whichever treatment you choose it can take 
time and persistence to get rid of head lice. Use a method that will not risk the health of your child.  

Is there a way to prevent head lice?  

No. It's important to check your child's head regularly with conditioner and comb even when you don’t think your 
child has head lice. There is no research to prove that chemical or herbal therapies can prevent head lice.  

How does the conditioner and comb method work?  

It’s a very cheap and effective way of finding head lice. Hair conditioner does not kill lice, but it does stun them 
for about 20 minutes, meaning they do not move around, and it is difficult for them to hang on. This gives you 
time to comb through the hair with a fine tooth (head lice) comb.  

How does a chemical treatment work?  

Only use products that are licensed or registered for head lice. There are four different active chemicals that 
target head lice, each works differently and aims to kill lice and/or eggs. 

 Department of Health 



 

Do some products work better than others?  

Helpful hints 

• Using the conditioner and comb 
method every week is the best 
way to detect head lice early and 
minimise the problem. 

• Tying back hair can help prevent 
the spread of head lice. 

• Many parents will complain that 
they are doing the right thing but 
other parents aren’t. Placing the 
blame will not achieve anything. 
Instead of pointing the finger, 
help each other. 

• A school with a head lice 
education program and policy in 
line with Scratching for Answers? 
is a proactive school attempting 
to help families address a 
common health concern. 

• The department’s head lice 
management strategy is 
supported by the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood 
Development. 

 

Treatment choices 

• Chemical: Treat and comb to 
remove the head lice and eggs; 
and repeat in seven days. 

• Non-chemical: Use conditioner 
and comb to remove the head 
lice and eggs; and repeat every 
two days until no live lice have 
been found for 10 days. 

 

Over time, head lice may develop resistance to some chemicals. It 
is important to check if a treatment you used has worked, and if 
not, treat again with another product that has a different chemical 
in it.  

Why do you have to treat again in seven days time?  

Head lice eggs take six to seven days to hatch. And when you 
treat, it’s easy to miss an egg or two. By treating again in seven 
days, you are aiming to kill and comb out any head lice that have 
since hatched from eggs, which were missed.  

Should I treat everyone in the family?  

It is important to check each family member, using conditioner and 
comb, for head lice but only treat those with live lice.  

What should I wash or treat at home?  

As head lice only live for a short time off the head, the only extra 
cleaning needed is to wash the pillowslip on the hot cycle or place 
in clothes dryer. Head lice combs can be cleaned in water hotter 
than 60 degrees.  

Why does my child keep getting re-infected?  

Re-infection is the least likely reason for head lice returning in a 
week's time. If eggs do not die, or were not removed during the 
original treatment they may hatch and the lifecycle starts all over 
again. To break this lifecycle you must re-treat (regardless of 
treatment method) seven days after the first treatment and 
continue with weekly checking.  

Does my child have to miss school?  

According to the Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2009, 
children with head lice can be readmitted to school after head lice 
treatment has commenced. A certificate from a doctor or council is 
not required before your child goes back to school. Head lice are 
not the fault of schools, other families or children.  
 

 
 
www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice 
 
 
Information and photograph used are courtesy of Assoc Professor Rick Speare  
and the team of researchers at the School of Public Health, James Cook University, 
Queensland.  
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