
Our Environment 
At Carrum Primary 
School! 
Going back to the 
farm at the start of 
the year was such 
a great feeling! 
RUM B RUN is a 
great opportunity to 
teach and educate 
younger students 
about our farm 
environment. Our two goats, Barney and Pebbles, are very friendly and love 
getting attention from people. 
 
We always make sure that in the morning the chickens have fresh and clean 
water and food for the night to come. In the morning the goats get fresh hay 

and fresh water, lots of love and pats, 
and we also unlock the gate so they 
can run around in their day pen. 
 
Our team is so responsible and 
always gets the job done. Even if 
they are late there are always other 
people willing to help. We work well 
as a team and follow all Jane's 
requests! Every Friday is a big clean 
day for the school, we pair up and 
scatter around the school emptying 
the bins!! 
 
Our RUM B RUN program is so much 
fun and we can't wait to experience 
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District 
Swimming 

Carnival 
4 March

5/6 InterSchool 
Sport 

25 February

Carrum 
Athletics 
Carnival 

11 March



more throughout the 
year!!! 
 
Best Wishes, Sienna & Lily  
5/6 Environment Team 

 
We have loved our Garden 
lessons with Jane this year. 
In our first lesson we 
explored the different types 
of plants in the garden. In our 
lesson this week we learnt the 
best way to deal with rubbish 
at school. We sorted through 
lots of rubbish and had to 
choose which bin to place it in. 
Our school is a sustainable 
school so it’s important we know 
the right way to dispose of 
rubbish.  
 
Cheers, Tia (3/4D) 
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3/4 Swimming 
28 March

5/6 Camp 
21-24 March

Click For 
Calendar 

Dates

5/6 Summer 
Lightning 

Premiership 
25 March 

http://carrumps.vic.edu.au/calendar/
http://carrumps.vic.edu.au/calendar/
http://carrumps.vic.edu.au/calendar/
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What are decodable readers? 
Decodable readers are texts that introduce words and word structures in a carefully planned scope and sequence. The 
order in which the word structures are introduced aligns with the scope and sequence of the curriculum. In this way, 
students have the opportunity to apply the phonics skills they are building in class to readers so that they can develop 
confidence in their abilities to read full sentences and short stories. 
 
A book is only decodable if the child has been taught the sound-spellings within the book. So, what is decodable for 
one child is not necessarily decodable for another.  In most books the words are repeated, to practise the decoding of 
the sounds and this encourages fluency.  
 
Decodable readers also include some common non-decodable words such as ‘has’ and ‘is’, (where ‘s’ makes the /z/ 
sound) and functional words such as ‘to, on, you and the’.   They advance to include r-controlled vowel patterns, such 
as ‘for’ and ‘her’ and words with vowel teams such as ‘look’ and ‘see’. By teaching those more advanced words in class 
as ‘learned’ or ‘heart’ words, students are able to read the books with fluency and comprehension.  
 
Previously we have used predictable texts, where the students used the repetitive text, the picture and/or context to 
guess unknown words.  While these are strategies that readers use, it does not focus the attention on or practise the 
vital skill of decoding which must be established early in the reading process.  When a child sees an unknown word, 
s/he needs to deliberately activate the brain to connect the sound (the phoneme) with the grapheme (the letters) and 
then blend them together to ‘problem-solve’ (decode) the word.   
 
When children decode a word enough times, it becomes “orthographically mapped”. That means they recognize it 
instantly without needing to sound it out or guess. It’s not because they’ve memorized the word as a whole … it’s 
because they have connected the letters to the sounds and stored them in their long-term memory.   
Some children can orthographically map a word after reading it just a few times, while others need more exposures to 
the word.  This is why encouraging students to reread books many times supports their instant word recognition and 
developing their fluency. 
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